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^ SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY BUNKER CHANNELS 
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

TO : ambassador BUNKER 
CITE: WHS3010 

- L. i ' •. ^ 

TO BE DELIVERED IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT 

1. WE HAD ANOTHER VERY PRODUCTIVE DAY, AS THO AND I 
MET FOR SIX HOURS AND THE EXPERTS CONTINUED WORK SIMULTANEOUSLY 
ON THE PROTOCOLS. WE FINISHED THE COMPLETE TEXT OF THE 
AGREEMENT, INCLUDING THE PROVISIONS FOR SIGNATURE. WE ALSO 
COMPLETED THE ASSOCIATED UNDERSTANDINGS. MAJOR ONES INCLUDE: 

— SHORTENING OF THE INTERVAL BETWEEN THE CEASEFIRE IN , 

VIETNAM AND THE ONE IN LAOS FROM 30 TO -15 DAYS. 

* -- « 

— IRONCLAD GUARANTEES ON OUR PRISONERS IN LAOS AND 
CAMBODIA, 

— OUR PLEDGE TO USE MAXIMUM INFLUENCE ON THE QUESTION 
. OF VIETNAMESE CIVILIAN PRISONERS WITH A VIEW TO THEIR RELEASE 

IN 90 DAYS? THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO LINK TO OUR PRISONERS, AND 

♦ 

I STATED ORALLY THAT THE IMPACT OF OUR INFLUENCE WILL DEPEND 
ON PROGRESS ON REDEPLOYMENT /DEMOB ILIEAT ION. 

DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 12S53 Ssc. 3.6 
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THESE UNDERSTANDINGS SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE DISCUSSED WITH 
THE GVN, HAIG WILL BRING THE ABOVE AND ALL OTHERS WITH HIM. 

2. WE ARE ALSO MAKING GOOD PROGRESS ON THE PROTOCOLS 
WE SENT YOU. IN ADDITION TO THESE TWO, ON WHICH ABOUT FOUR 
MAJOR ISSUES REMAIN, THERE WILL BE PROTOCOLS ON MINING AND 
PRISONERS. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DROPPED THEIR PROPOSALS FOR 
PROTOCOLS ON WITHDRAWALS AND ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION. GENERAL 
WOODWARD HAS ARRIVED AND SHOULD PROVE VERY HELPFUL. 

3. WE WILL SPEND THE NEXT TWO DAYS ON THE PROTOCOLS AND 
FINAL CONFORMING OF THE VIETNAMESE AND ENGLISH TEXTS, AND 

! 

I WILL LEAVE FOR WASHINGTON SATURDAY EVENING. 

A, THE FOLLOWING ARE THE DETAILS '.CONCERNING THE METHOD 
FOR SIGNATURE. SULLIVAN INFORMED AMBASSADOR LAM HERE 
AND ASKED FOR SAIGON’S IMMEDIATE REACTION. 

WE SPENT ALMOST THREE ARDUOUS HOURS ON THIS ISSUE TODAY, AND I AM 
CONVINCED THAT WE HAVE OBTAINED THE BEST ARRANGEMENT POSSIBLE 
AND ONE THAT SAIGON SHOULD BE ABLE TO LIVE WITH, IF THIEU IS AT 
ALL MOLLIFIABLE. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE INSIST ON TWO SEPARATE 
DOCUMENTS. THE US-DRV ONE WOULD MENTION THE TITLES OF THE 
FOUR PARTIES IN THE PREAMBLE AND THE FINAL ARTICLE. THE . 

PREAMBLE NOW READS THE U.S. "WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF" THE 
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GVN, ETC. PLEASE LET ME KNOW BY 7:00 A.M. PARIS TIME, 

' FRIDAY WHETHER THIS FORMULATION OR THE ALTERNATIVE OF THE 
U.S. -ACTING IN CONCERT WITH- THE GVN IS PREFERABLE. IF 
THERE IS NOT A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE, I WOULD PREFER TO 
STICK WITH THE CONCURRENCE FORMULATION WHICH HAS BEEN AGREED 
UPON FOR SOME TIME, RATHER THAN HAVING ANOTHER FIGHT WHICH 
WOULD BE INEVITABLE GIVEN THO’S RESISTANCE TO THE CONCERT 
CONCEPT TODAY. 

5. THE SEPARATE FOUR PARTY DOCUMENT WOULD REFER TO THE 
-PARTIES PARTICIPATING IN THE PARIS CONFERENCE ON VIETNAM” 

IN THE PREAMBLE AND THERE WOULD BE NO MENTION OF THE TITLES 
OF THE PARTIES EITHER THERE OR ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE TEXT. 

WE AGREED ON A SIGNING FORMULA, WHICH SHOULD BE EVEN BETTER 
FOR THE GVN THAN THE ONE WE GAVE YOU, IN WHICH THE U.S. AND 
THE GVN WOULD SIGN ON ONE PAGE AND THE DRV AND PRG ON ANOTHER 
PAGE, THUS MAINTAINING THE TWO-SIDED CHARACTER OF THE PARIS 
CONFERENCE. THO DOES INSIST, HOWEVER, THAT ALL FOUR FOREIGN 
MINISTERS SIGN AND THAT THEIR TITLES BE WITH THEIR SIGNATURES. 
THERE WOULD BE SEPARATE PUBLIC CEREMONIES FOR BOTH EVENTS 
ON THE SAME DAY AT AVENUE KLEBER, PROBABLY MORNING AND 
AFTERNOON, 
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6. THO ALSO AGREED THAT HE AND I WILL INITIAL THE 
- AGREEMENT IN PARIS RATHER THAN HANOI WHICH SHOULD BE WELCOME 

t 

NEWS FOR THE PALACE* PLEASE INFORM THEM ABOUT THIS DEVELOPMENT. 
AS WELL AS THE AGREED METHOD FOR SIGNATURE. YOU SHOULD 
NOT REPEAT NOT GIVE THEM OTHER DETAILS; WE WILL RELY ON 
SULLIVAN* S BRIEFING OF LAM THIS EVENING WHICH INDICATES TO 
THE GVN SOME INCREASED MOMENTUM IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. HE GAVE 
LAM THE DMZ LANGUAGE AND SAID THIS IS NOW AGREED. THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE ARE INSISTING ON MY VISITING HANOI WITHIN TEN DAYS 
AFTER THE SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT, BUT MY TRIP WILL NOW OF 
COURSE BE IN THE CONTEXT OF POST-WAR RELATIONS. THERE IS NO 
SENSE IN WORRYING THE PALACE ABOUT THIS ELEMENT NOW. 

7. HAIG WILL LEAVE WASHINGTON SUNDAY NIGHT 14 ARRIVING IN 

SAIGON TUESDAY MORNING SAIGON TIME, JANUARY 16. HE WOULD STAY 

. * 

* 

ROUGHLY 48 HOURS. WE LEAVE TO YOUR JUDGMENT THE BEST TIME TO 

INFORM THE PALACE OF HAIG* S TRIP. THIS SHOULD BE DONE AS LATE 

AS POSSIBLE BUT NOT SO LATE AS TO JEOPARDIZE THE POSSIBILITY 
OF THE TRIP. 

8. IN SHORT, THE PRESENT SCENARIO SHAPES UP AS FOLLOWS. 

I RETURN TO WASHINGTON JANUARY 13 AND HAIG LEAVES FOR SAIGON 
JANUARY 14. ON JANUARY 15 WE ANNOUNCE A BOMBING HALT 
KCAUSE OF PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. HAIG ARRIVES IN 
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SAIGON JANUARY 16 AND RETURNS TO WASHINGTON JANUARY 18. 

ASSUMING THIEU* S CONCURRENCE, THE PRESIDENT WOULD MAKE A BRIEF 

STATEMENT JANUARY 18 INDICATING AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE, WITH 

THE NEGOTIATIONS TO BE CONCLUDED IN PARIS JANUARY 23. WE 

WOULD INITIAL THE AGREEMENT JANUARY 23 REGARDLESS OF THIEU* S 

REACTION. IF HE BALKS, THO AND I WOULD DISCUSS THE SITUATION 

AND THERE WOULD STILL BE THREE DAYS FOR THE PRESSURE TO BUILD 

UP ON THIEU BEFORE THE SIGNING DATE. THE SIGNING CEREMONY 
WOULD BE JANUARY 26 OR 27. 

9. OBVIOUSLY ALL OF THIS INFORMATION IS FOR YOU ONLY AND 
THE NEED FOR SECURITY ON THE NEGOTIATIONS REMAINS IMPERATIVE. 

I WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR SUGGESTIONS ON HOW WE NOW / 

SHOULD PROCEED WITH THIEU. IN ANY EVENT I SEE NO REASON TO / 

PROLONG THE PROCESS SINCE THIEU HAS NOW HAD THREE MONTHS / 

TO GET READY. J 

10. TO SUM UP, YOU MAY TELL THE GVN ABOUT THE SIGNING 

FROCEDURE AND THE FACT THAT THE INITIALLING WILL TAKE PLACE 

IN PARIS. BY 7:00 AM PARIS TIME FRIDAY I NEED YOUR VIEWS 
ON THE FOLLOWING: 

THE PREFERENCE BETWEEN THE CONCURRENCE AND CONCERT 
FORMULAS FOR THE PREAMBLE IN THE TWO-PARTY US-DRV DOCUMENT. 
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— ANY ADDITIONAL VIEWS YOU HAVE ON THE SIGNING PROCEDURE, 
ALTHOUGH WE ARE GENERALLY LOCKED IN TO WHAT I HAVE DESCRIBED. 

— WHAT YOU HAVE DONE, OR PLAN TO DO, ABOUT HAIG’S TRIP. 

— ANY ADDITIONAL GENERAL COMMENTS YOU WISH TO MAKE. 

WARM REGARDS 





